
Brooklands Past & Present 

The Brooklands Museum in Surrey is a destination for 

many Italian car enthusiasts at least once a year due to 

their very popular Italian Car Day. We have usually done 

the trip there and back in a day, but having recently had to 

visit the Museum the day after attending another event in 

the area, we found that decent accommodation in the 

vicinity was still as difficult to find as it was back in the 

days when when the Italian car event ran over a weekend. 

We then remembered that the 

large and imposing 

Brooklands Hotel had opened 

in the last few years, situated 

between the Mercedes-Benz 

World test track on the site 

of the old airfield and the 

stretch of the old circuit that 

(still!) runs in parallel with 

the railway line, from the gap in the banking where the 

River Wey forms the Brooklands Museum Boundary to 

where it vanishes among the superstores. 

Large and imposing hotels often boast 

large and imposing 

rates but we found the 

deals available to be 

quite reasonable, given 

the quality of the 

overall experience, especially if 

compared to what else is on offer locally. Our air-

conditioned room showed little signs of the use which it 

must have already had and was equipped 

and decorated to a high standard. The 

massive window looked out over the M-BW 

test track, but was well insulated from 

the tyre and engine noise found there and 

special mention should also be made of 

the staff, who were all courteous and attentive and of 



the food and drink which -while not cheap- was 

exceptionally enjoyable and thus good value. 

M-B World might not have any special interest for the 

Italian car enthusiast, but for anyone 

interested in cars in a wider context it 

is well worth a visit if staying at the 

hotel, as it is only a few minutes walk 

away. While you can view and buy the 

current M-B and Smart ranges or have 

your existing model serviced there, the building also has 

various historical displays, recent F1 

cars and various old M-B models in A1 

condition. Everything is very well 

presented and includes a film theatre, 

a café and a restaurant and we found 

ourselves spending far longer there 

than intended, such was its interest. The staff are all very 

pleasant too. 

On our way back to the main road we began thinking about 

another event which we used to attend 

when the airfield still existed 

(although if you look out for it, the 

Campbell Circuit which was also there 

has been preserved within the M-BW 

complex). For this we used to park on 

another long section of the disused banking, so we 

resolved to see if it still existed and found it quite easily. 

It runs from the end of the only remaining bit of the 

runway to where the former Vickers factory has become a 

housing estate and in the years since we last visited the 

concrete had become rather 

overgrown. Indeed, when we were last 

there the yellow broken line which 

warned drivers that they were nearing 

the top of the track was still visible, but 

sadly this is no longer the case. 



The museum, the hotel and the M-B complex 

could all have been created within the 

complete circuit -the first purpose-built 

track in the world!- had those who should 

have known better had some foresight. As it 

is, there seems something strangely 

symbolic about this Brooklands racer 

adorning a bin in the Brooklands Country 

Park, where the above section of the course is now 

located. 

MJB 

PS. I should point out that -amazingly- the hotel and M-B 

world are barely signposted from the final roundabout! 

 


